110.  MOTES

A BASELESS CHARGE

I have heard the charge that the Congressmen, i.e., Swa-
rajists killed the charkha in Bengal. It is a baseless charge. In the
first place, the charkha is not killed in Bengal.   In the second
place, whatever set-back the movement might have received, it is
not due to the Swarajists any more than it is due to any other
party.  Let me here acknowledge that the Swarajists have every-
where co-operated to make the charkha demonstrations a suc-
cess. They have taken part in organizing them and also in spinning*
Some Swarajists  are out-and-out enthusiasts with  their whole
families.  I have already written about my host in Faridpur.1 His
wife and his children were devotees of the wheel.   They supply
the yarn for the khaddar required for the family use. The wife of
Sjt. Basant Kumar Mazumdar is also an enthusiast.  She orga-
nized a big demonstration at Comilla, Jogen Babu of Dinajpur
is himself a regular spinner and it was a treat to watch the whole
of his family spinning dexterously.   Indeed, the best spinning
demonstration of the tour was at Dinajpur.   I could multiply such
instances.   What is true is that the Swarajists do -not pin their
whole faith to the charkha as, say, I do.   Of this they have made
no secret.   They would not enter the Councils if they believed
wholly and solely in the constructive programme.   Their posi-
tion is incredibly simple.  They believe in the constructive pro-
gramme including the charkha. They believe, too, that without it
swaraj cannot be obtained.   But they also believe it to be neces-
sary to capture the Councils and all representative or semi-repre-
sentative institutions through which pressure can be exerted upon
the Government. This is an honest attitude at which there can be
nothing to cavil. And the Bengal Swarajists at any rate are, in
my opinion, living up to their faith.

CORRUPTION?

Whilst I am discussing the doings of the Swarajists, I would
like to advert to the charge of corruption brought against them.
Some distinguished public men came to me and warned me against
playing into the hands of the Swarajists and urged me to use my
influence to purify the political life of Bengal. I told the gentlemen

1 Vide "Bengal Notes", 7-5-1925.
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